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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed on April 6, 2006 is acknowledged. 

Claims 1-20 have been canceled. 
Claims 21-40 have been added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 21, 23, 25, 31-37 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Oya et al. (US 6,208,379). 



Regarding claim 21, Oya discloses a method comprising: 
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receiving a data-signal at a bidirectional communication switch from a signaling 
device including at least one of a signaling image transmitting device or a multiview 
device, the data-signal being at least one of a video signal or audio signal (interpreted 
as workstation 50 receives data signal from at least one audio/visual input device (i.e. 
camera/microphone and request from workstations 52,54, the data-signal received from 
the camera/microphone being at least one of video signal (i.e. image) or an audio signal 
(sound) -figures 1-3); 

receiving a request for the data-signal at the bi-directional communication switch 
from workstation associated with a user (receiving request at workstation 50 from 
workstation 52,54 - see including, but are not limited to, figures 1-3; col. 7, lines 46-67); 

sending the data-signal to the workstation in response to the request based on at 
least one of an indicator of a priority of the user and an indicator of a location of the 
signaling device (sending data-signal from camera to workstations 52,54 in response to 
request based on an indicator of a priority (indicator of privilege) of the user and 
indicator of a location of the camera that user want to receive data-signal from - see 
including, but are not limited to, col. 7, line 46-col. 8, line 41, figures 5-9). 

Regarding claim 23, Oya further discloses authorizing the user to control the signaling 
device via the workstation based on the at least one the indicator of the priority of the 
user and indicator of the location of the signaling device, the priority of the user and the 
location of the signaling device being stored in a data server (authorizing the user to 
control the camera via workstation 50 based on indicator of the priority of the user (e.g. 
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based on privilege of the user), the user access privilege and locations of the camera 
are stored at camera management server 68 in workstation 56 - see including, but are 
not limited to, figures 3,5-9, 12-13, 16-18, col. 6, line 55-col. 7, line 3). 

Regarding claim 25, Oya further discloses the moving-picture data and sound data is 
compressed for transmission in accordance with an existing compression encoding 
method (col. 5, lines 1-9) and decompressing the compressed image data by executing 
the image compression/decompression process (col. 18, lines 1-11). Inherently, the 
data signal is decoded. 

Regarding claims 31, 33, the limitations of the apparatus correspond to the limitations of 
the method as claimed in claims 21, 25 respectively, and are analyzed as discussed 
with respect to the rejection of claims 21 and 25. 

Regarding claim 32, Oya further discloses the bidirectional communication switch 
(including communication software 64 and camera control server 66 at workstation 50) 
is configured to send at least one of the control signal (to camera/microphone) or the 
data signal (to image/sound communication software and camera control client/display 
at workstation 52,54) based on a location associated with the signaling device (i.e. 
location of device associated with the request sent by camera control client - see 
including, but are not limited to, figures 3, 5,7a, 9,12, col. 7, line 46-col. 8, line 42, col. 
10, lines 40-65, col. 12, lines 24-64). 
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Regarding claim 34, the limitations as claimed correspond to the limitations of claims 31 
and 32 and are analyzed as discussed in the rejection of claim 31 and 32. 
the additional limitation "the bidirectional communications switch is configured to receive 
an indicator of the priority and an indicator of the location from a data server" is 
interpreted as camera control server 60 in combination with image/sound 
communication software 64 receives privilege access and location of camera to be 
controlled from camera management server 68 - see including, but are not limited to, 
figures 3, 9, 12-13, col. 6, line4-col. 7, line 3; col. 7, lines 46-67; col. 10, Iine 40-col. 11, 
line 47; col. 12, lines 24-64). 

Regarding claim 35, the limitations as claimed correspond to the limitations of claims 31 
and 32 and are analyzed as discussed in the rejection of claim 31 , 32 and 34. 
the additional limitation "the data server is configured as at least one of an application 
server associated with the bidirectional communication switch or a database" is met by 
camera management server 68 is a software which manages all the camera apparatus 
connected to network 57, in communication with camera control server 66, image/sound 
software 64 or a database for store information such as names of all the cameras 
connected to the network 57, names of the host, setting locations, directions, access 
conditions and access privileges or the like (col. 6, lines 55-67, figure 3). 
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Regarding claim 36, Oya further discloses the bidirectional communication switch (i.e. 
switch at workstation 50) is a first bidirectional communication switch configured to at 
least one of send or receive an instruction associated with a second bidirectional 
communication switch (e.g. receiving instruction associated with camera management 
server 68 or from camera control client 72 at workstation 52, 54 or sending instruction 
associated with workstation 52,54,56 - see including, but are not limited to, figures 3, 9, 
12, col. 6, lines 5-67; col. 7, lines 48-67; col. 12, line 65-col. 13, line 8). 

Regarding claim 37, Oya further discloses the signaling device is a first signaling device 
(interpreted as camera to be controlled/designated camera- see including, but is not 
limited to, col. 7, lines 46-67); 

the bidirectional communication switch (64,66) is configured to send at least one 
of the control signal or the data signal based on a location associated with at least the 
first signaling device (location of designated camera - see including, but are not limited 
to, figures 3, 9, 12, col. 7, lines 46-67; col. 10, lines 40-65; col. 12, line 24-col. 13, line 
8); 

the bidirectional communications switch (64,66) is configured to send the control 
signal to the first signaling device (i.e. send control signal to the designated camera), 
the data signal is captured by the first signaling device (image/sound is captured by the 
designated camera - figure 5; col. 7, lines 46-67; col. 10, lines 40-65; col. 12, line 24- 
col. 13, line 8). 
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Regarding claim 39, Oya further discloses the signaling device is a surveillance device 
(camera - figures 1-3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 22, 24, 26, 29-30, and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Oya et al. (US 6,208,379). 

Regarding claim 22, Oya discloses a method as discussed in the rejection of claim 21 . 
Oya further discloses the signaling device is a camera (figures 1-3). However, Oya does 
not specifically disclose the camera is a highway traffic surveillance device (highway 
traffic camera). Official Notice is taken that using camera/surveillance device to monitor 
traffic on highway is well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Oya to use the 
well-known teaching in the art in order to monitor the traffic events on highway such as 
speeding, congestion, etc. and notify the operator/public of congestion, traffic violator, 
etc. 
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Regarding claim 24, Oya discloses a method as discussed in the rejection of claim 21 . 
Oya further discloses multiple client terminals (i.e. workstations 52,54 - figure 3) 
connected to the camera management and camera control server (66) image/sound 
communication software (64) at workstation 50 (figure 3). The workstation 50 provides 
image/sound received from cameras to multiple different client workstations based on 
priority of the users at different client workstation and the camera that user requested to 
be controlled (see including, but are not limited to, figures 3-9, 12-13; col. 6). Oya 
further discloses group the users (col. 8, line 60-col. 9, line 12; figure 26). However, Oya 
does not specifically disclose sending simultaneously the data signal to a second 
workstation associated with a second user (and to first workstation associated with first 
user). Official Notice is taken that simultaneously sending data signal from one source 
to multiple workstations associated with multiple users is well known in the art. For 
example, multicasting data signal to multiple workstations associated with multiple 
users. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Oya with the well-known teaching in the art 
(multicast) in order to transmit a copy of data signal to multiple users thereby reducing 
the cost, reducing bandwidth used for data transmission. 

Regarding claim 26, the limitations as claimed correspond to the limitations of claims 
21 , 22, and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claims 21-22, and 
24. 
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Regarding claim 29, the additional limitation as claimed is broader in scope than the 
additional limitation as claimed in claim 23, and are analyzed as discussed with respect 
to the rejection of claim 23. 

Regarding claim 30, Oya further discloses the user at workstation comprises system 
administrator and the data signal is sent to the workstation associated with a system 
administrator (see including, but are not limited to, col. 8, lines 33-41 ; col. 10, lines 45- 
56). Thus, first workstation is included in a primary video management center is 
interpreted as workstation associated with system administrator. 

Regarding claim 40, the additional limitations of the apparatus correspond to the 
additional limitations of the method as claimed in claim 22, and are analyzed as 
discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 22. 

5. Claims 27-28 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Oya et al. (US 6,208,379) as applied to claim 26 and claim 31 above, and further in 
view of DeWeese et al. (US 2005/0262542). 

Regarding claim 27, Oya also discloses multiple workstations connected one another 
via the bidirectional communication switch (camera control server at workstation 50 - 
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figures 3, 47). However, Oya does not specifically disclose establishing a video 
conference between the workstations. 

DeWeese discloses multiple workstations (user television equipments) are connected to 
one another via the bidirectional communications (chat server at television distribution 
facility (figures 1a, 2a); and a video conference (chat communications) is established 
between the workstations via the chat server (figures 1a, 2a, 9, 10, 12-16, 24; 
paragraphs 0015-0017). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Oya to use the teaching as 
taught by DeWeese in order to provide users with the opportunities to engage in real 
time chat communications with other users (paragraphs 0013-0014, 0058). 

Regarding claim 28, Oya also discloses multiple workstations connected one another 
via the bidirectional communication switch (camera control server at workstation 50 - 
figures 3, 47). However, Oya does not specifically disclose establishing a video 
conference between the workstations, the video conference being sent simultaneously 
with the data signal from the signaling device to the first station and the second station. 

DeWeese discloses multiple workstations (user television equipments) are connected to 
one another via the bidirectional communications (chat server at television distribution 
facility (figures 1a t 2a); and a video conference (chat communications) is established 
between the workstations via the chat server (figures 1a, 2a, 9, 10, 12-16, 24; 



Application/Control Number: 09/736,275 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2623 

paragraphs 0015-0017). The video conference (video chat communications) being sent 
simultaneously with television/data signal from the signaling device (television source) 
to the user television equipments (figures 1a, 2a, 13, 16, paragraphs 0014, 0058) 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Oya to use the teaching as taught by DeWeese in order 
to provide users with the opportunities to engage in real time chat communications with 
other users (paragraphs 0013-0014, 0058). 

Regarding claim 38, the additional limitations of the apparatus as claimed correspond to 
the additional limitations of the method as claimed in claim 27, and are analyzed as 
discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 27. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kuno (US 6,067,624) discloses image input system, image server apparatus and 
control method thereof. 

McNeill et al. (US 6,421,706) discloses multicast and unicast Internet protocol 
content distribution having a feedback mechanism for real time and store and forward 
information transfer. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son P. Huynh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7295. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Son P. Huynh July 5, 2006 
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